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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Date Program Presenter Location Time 

Oct. 26 & 
27 

National Chemistry Week 
at Cranbrook 
Registration opens May 
13th 

Hands-on 
program 
volunteers 

Cranbrook Institute 
of Science, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 

Sat. 2-5 
and 6-9, 
Sun. 11-2 

 

Nov. 7 Anachem Symposium 
Various 
speakers 

Burton Manor, 
Livonia, MI 

8:00 am – 
5:00 pm 

Nov. 12 
Tour of Kaiser Optical 
Systems and Speaker 

Karen Esmonde-
White 

Ann Arbor, MI 6:00 

Nov. 16 Girl Scouts Chemistry Day 

Career and 
Hands on 
program 
volunteers 

Troy, MI 
9:00 am – 
1:00 pm 

Nov. 19 
Brewing Chemistry: The 
Detroit Bomb Squad 

Lt. Matthew 
Taylor of the 
Detroit Police 
Bomb Squad 

Traffic Jam and 
Snug, Detroit, MI 

Talk at 
7:00 

Dec. 6 

Detroit Polymer 

Networking Event 

Theme: Chemistry and 

Materials Engineering for 

Industry 

Student poster 
session 

Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago, 
Detroit Branch 
Detroit, MI 

2:00 – 6:00 
pm 
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The Education Committee of the ACS Detroit Local Section is looking for some new 
members and would like to invite you to consider participating! The mission of the 
committee is “to improve the practice and process of chemistry education in the 
Metropolitan Detroit Area.” 
The activities we participate in during the year include but are not limited to: 
 
Planning a Professional Development Day for chemistry teachers 

1. Nominating a teacher for the ACS Central Region Award for High School Chemistry 
Teaching 

2. Sponsoring and supporting the local USNCO (National Chemistry Olympiad) exam 
3. Acting as a clearinghouse for chemical information and events in the Metro Detroit 

area 
4. Gathering nominations for distinguished undergraduate chemistry student awards 

from local universities 
5. Accepting applications and nominating recipients for PTEG (professional training 

enhancement grant) awards 
6. Sponsoring and “manning” a booth for the ACS at the annual MSTA (Michigan 

Science Teachers Association) conference 
7. Helping to support and promote SEMCTO (Southeast Michigan Chemistry Teachers 

Organization) activities 

 

We anticipate having 5-6 meetings in the upcoming months, in an “as needed” basis. 

Meetings are currently being held at one of the member’s homes in Livonia, on a 

Wednesday or Thursday evening, from 7:00 – 8:30 pm. If you are interested in finding 

out more or would like to attend a meeting, please contact Kathy Kitzmann at 313-575-

1292 or kathyk@sefmd.org 

 
 

 
New Website: Please take the time to explore the new site at http://detroitacs.org/. 
 
As we expand and build our website, we will continue to keep you informed on upcoming 
events, volunteer opportunities, The Detroit Chemist newsletter, and more.  Each ACS 
member has a login account with the website, which provides access to member only 
information, the ability to update your member profile, register for meetings, and much 
more coming soon. 
 
If you have problems or would like to see something added to the site, please contact 
Joseph Piechocki via email at info@detroitacs.org.  

mailto:kathyk@sefmd.org
mailto:kathyk@sefmd.org
http://detroitacs.org/
http://detroitacs.org/
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. 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS! 

Chemistry Day! 

Presented by the Detroit Section of the American Chemical 

Society and the Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan 

 

 

Date:   Saturday, November 16th, 2019 

Time:   8:30AM – 2:00PM (Pizza lunch served at 1:00 PM) 

Volunteer Arrival: Between 8:00AM – 8:30AM 

Where:  First United Methodist Church 

6363 Livernois Avenue 

Troy, MI  48098 

Highlights of Event:  

• Over 200 Girl Scouts and their leaders are expected to attend 

• Volunteer Activities include: Hands-on Experiments, Crafts, Registration, Set-up, 
Clean-up 

• Complimentary Continental breakfast and pizza lunch    
 

What to Wear: 

Casual attire is suggested as you will most-likely be helping with hands-on experiments.  

A yellow t-shirt will be provided for you to wear over your shirt upon your arrival to the 

event.  These t-shirts will help to identify you as a volunteer. 

If you are interested in volunteering (or have further questions), please contact Mary 

Kay Heidtke either by phone 810-919-0888 (cell) or email at mkheidtke@aol.com.  

Thank you! 

mailto:mkheidtke@aol.com
mailto:mkheidtke@aol.com
http://troyfirst.org/gallery/church_gallery/
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2020 SECTION OFFICERS AND COUNCILORS  

The Section's Nominating Committee has selected a slate of candidates to run for the 

Detroit Local Section 2020 officer election. Below are the biographies for the following 

nominated 2020 Officers. This year, ballots will be distributed via email from 

info@detroitacs.org. 

Slate of Nominees for Fall 2019 Election (2020 Officers) 

Chair:      Shannon Timmons (current Chair-Elect) 

Chair-Elect:     Amy Hamlin 

Treasurer:     Hulya Dedemen 

Secretary:     Sue White 

Councilor:     Jim Landis 

Alternate Councilor (3-year):  Charlene Hayden 

Alternate Councilor (1-year):  Michele Williams-Harry 

 
Biographies of Nominees for Fall 2019 Election (2020 Officers) 

 

Biography of Shannon Timmons for Chair 
Shannon Timmons is an Associate Professor of Chemical Biology in the 
Department of Natural Sciences at Lawrence Technological University 
(LTU).  She loves teaching organic chemistry and biochemistry courses, 
as well as supervising a variety of undergraduate-focused research 
projects. She has a keen interest in the chemistry of natural products and 
their application in drug discovery endeavors.   

Shannon is a native of Canada; she earned her B.Sc. in Chemistry at Acadia University in 

Wolfville, NS and her Ph.D. in Chemistry at Dalhousie University in Halifax, NS where she 

specialized in bioorganic and medicinal chemistry. Shannon also completed postdoctoral studies 

in carbohydrate-based drug discovery at the University of Wisconsin-Madison before beginning 

her career at LTU. She has previously served the Detroit Local Section as Secretary (2013-2014), 

Treasurer (2015-2016), Alternate Councilor (2018), and Chair-Elect (2019). 

Biography of Amy Hamlin for Chair-Elect 
Amy Hamlin received a BS in Chemistry from the University of Detroit Mercy 

in 2009 and a PhD from the University of California Berkeley in 2014. She is 

currently working as a Technology Transfer Scientist at Ash Stevens. During 

her undergraduate career she was involved with the ACS student affiliates at 

UDM holding various leadership positions and often volunteered with the 

Detroit Local Section events. As a graduate student, she was appointed to the 

ACS's Graduate Education Advisory Board from 2011 to 2014 where she 
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worked with committees within the ACS to help better serve graduate student members. She has 

also contributed several articles to inChemistry magazine, the ACS's undergraduate publication. 

Since returning to the Detroit Area in 2014 she has been an active member of the Detroit Location 

Section serving on the 2017 CERM planning committee and as Secretary (2017-2018) and 

Treasurer (2019).   

Biography of Hulya Dedemen for Treasurer 

Ms. Hulya Dedemen Ahmed has been working at BASF Corporation since 

1991. As an Analytical Chemist, she is involved with polymer analysis using 

various chromatography techniques. She received a M.S. in Chemistry 

from Hacettepe University in Ankara, Turkey in 1978.  She worked as an 

Analytical Chemist at the United German Pharmaceutical Companies in 

Istanbul for 5 years before coming to the U.S. She received her second 

M.S. degree in Analytical Chemistry at Wayne State University in 1991.  

She has been active in the Detroit Section where she participates in outreach activities and 

currently serving as Chair for Women Chemists and Industrial Liaison Committees. She also held 

several positions such as Treasurer, Alternate Councilor and Councilor for the section. She 

received the section’s Distinguished Service Award in 2008 and Local Section Outreach Volunteer 

of the Year Award in 2017. 

 

Biography of Sue White for Secretary 
Sue White is a Lab Manager in the Matthew J. Allen Laboratory in the 

Department of Chemistry at Wayne State University (WSU). She received 

her BS with Honors in Biochemistry and Chemical Biology and a BS with 

Honors in Biology from WSU. Her position at WSU focuses on lanthanide-

based research including magnetic resonance imaging and photocatalysis. 

Sue co-writes research proposals for the Allen Group and manages 

laboratory safety. She also serves as Co-advisor of the WSU ACS Student 

Affiliates undergraduate chemistry club. Since 2015, Sue has been active 

member of the Detroit Local Section Executive Board serving as the Recognition Chair. Sue also 

served as the 2017 CERM Awards Chair. She received the Salutes to Excellence Award and 

Distinguished Service Award in 2019. 

 

Biography of Jim Landis for Councilor 
JIM LANDIS: James M Landis, Jr. is a Retired Senior Research Scientist in 

the Analytical Laboratory of Henkel Corporation, Madison Heights, 

Michigan (1980-2014). He received a BA and MA in Chemistry from 

Northern Michigan University prior to joining Henkel in 1980. His primary 

research interests are surface analysis of metal coatings via Scanning 

Electron Microscopy and Energy Dispersive X-Ray analysis and data 

management using LIMS systems. Jim was active in the Detroit Section's Younger Chemist 

Committee during the 1980’s and served as a member of the National ACS Committee on 

Chemists with Disabilities for several years during the 1990’s. He has been involved with the Kids 

and Chemistry program and, as the Section’s Publications Chairman, edited the Detroit Chemist 

1998-2013. He also served as the Publications chair for the Central Reginal Meetings (CERM) in 
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2012 and 2017. Jim was awarded the Section’s Distinguished Service Award in 2000 and a 

Salutes to Excellence Award in 2013.  He also served as Secretary and an Alternate Councilor of 

the Detroit Section and is currently a Councilor 2002-2019, where he has served on the Council 

Meetings and Expositions (M&E), the Chemists with Disabilities (CWD), Membership Affairs 

(MAC) and Employment and Professional Affairs (CEPA) Committees, where he chaired CWD 

(2006-8) and MAC (2014-6). Jim likes to read science fiction and mysteries, do woodworking and 

build models. 

Biography of Charlene Hayden for Alternate Councilor 
Charlene Hayden earned two degrees in Chemistry (B.S. and Ph.D.), both from the University of 

Michigan (Ann Arbor).  After working 24 years as an industrial analytical chemist at the General 

Motors Research Laboratories, she left her position to teach chemistry full-time. Currently, she is 

a Special Instructor at Oakland University and also serves as the Faculty Advisor to the ACS 

Student Chapter. 

 

Dr. Hayden has been an active volunteer for the Detroit Section ACS for over 30 years.  She has 

previously served as Secretary (1989), Treasurer (1991), Section Chair (1997, 1998, & 2015), 

and Councilor (2003-2007). During her tenure as a Councilor, she was appointed as a 

Subcommittee Chair for the national ACS Local Section Activities Committee. She is currently 

both a Co-Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee and an Alternate Councilor for the Detroit 

Local Section. 

 

Biography of Michele Williams-Harry for Alternate Councilor 
Dr. Michele Williams-Harry is originally from Seaford, Delaware. She 

received her bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Howard University, 

in Washington, D.C., then obtained a Ph.D. in organic chemistry from 

Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. She later completed a 

post-doctoral Fellowship at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan for one year prior to beginning her first industrial position at 

BASF, Corporation in Wyandotte, MI.   

Michele has worked at BASF, Corporation for 11 years and is currently a Sr. Research Scientist 

at their location in Wyandotte, Michigan. She has held positions in both global research and 

polyurethanes application divisions. Dr. Williams-Harry has developed acrylic polymers for 

various commercial applications using high temperature free radical polymerization and has also 

explored new applications for aromatic isocyanates in the areas of coatings and hot cast 

elastomers. She has submitted several patent applications and internal reports based on her work 

at BASF, and recently celebrated her first granted international patent in 2016. Outside of her 

activities at BASF, Dr. Williams-Harry also volunteers in community and chemistry organizations 

in the Midwest. She is currently the Minority Affairs Chair for the Detroit chapter of the American 

Chemical Society (ACS) and has led the organizing teams for both the Girl Scouts’ annual 

Chemistry Day (since 2018) and ACS activities at the Charles H. Wright museum. Michele was 

the Midwest Regional Chair for the National Organization for the Professional Advancement of 

Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers (NOBCChE) from 2016-2018 and has also served as a 

panelist for MSU’s Summer Research Opportunities Program (SROP) and PhD career panel. 
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Join ACS & ANACHEM for a tour and a talk at Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc.! 

 

Speaker: Karen A. Esmonde-White 
Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc. 

Tuesday, November 12th, 2019 

6:00 pm – Refreshments 
6:30pm – Tour of Kaiser Optical Systems 

6:45pm – Talk 

Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc. 
371 Parkland Plaza 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

Joint Meeting with Detroit ACS and ANACHEM   

Authors: Karen A. Esmonde-White, Sean Gilliam, Maryann Cuellar, Dave Strachan, Ian 
R.Lewis 

Abstract 
As a process analytical technology, Raman spectroscopy is a powerful tool that provides 
real-time in situ measurements that inform on the process chemistry. Representative 
sampling of the process is an important aspect of ensuring a robust method, as 
incomplete sampling or sub-sampling may not adequately capture variations in the 
process. Solids and turbid media exhibit optical scattering, which affects the sampling 
volume of an optical probe and recovery of Raman-scattered photons. New approaches 
in sampling for Raman spectroscopy provide representative sampling in solids and turbid 
media and enable in-process corrections. Backscattered Raman, wide-area (or large 
volumetric) Raman, and enhanced reflection Raman are compatible with in-process 
measurements. Transmission Raman is a powerful off-line tool for measuring chemical 
heterogeneity within a solid or turbid sample. In a representative example we discuss how 
a hybrid approach using backscattered Raman and wide area Raman can provide multi-
scale measurements in-process in order to improve understanding of a heterogeneous 
polymerization reaction. Similar examples in pharmaceutical and bioprocessing will 
illustrate Raman’s capability for providing robust measurements in process. 

 

Contact Meghann at meghann@brewingchemistry.com or 313-993-1259 to RSVP 

mailto:meghann@brewingchemistry.com
mailto:meghann@brewingchemistry.com
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American Chemical Society – Detroit Local Section – Younger Chemists Committee Presents: 

 

Brewing Chemistry is a monthly lectures series. These informal talks are designed to make 
science fun and accessible for all. The lectures take place at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

every month at: 
 

Traffic Jam & Snug, 511 West Canfield Street, Detroit, MI 48201 
 

There is no admission charge, and free parking is available. 
Feel free to join us before the talk at 6:00 PM for a dutch-treat dinner. 

 

For more information, contact Meghann at 313.993.1259 or meghann@brewingchemistry.com 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 19th, 2019 at 7 PM 

The Detroit Bomb Squad 

Presented by: 
Lt. Matthew Taylor, Officer-in-Charge, 

Detroit Police Bomb Squad 
 

The Detroit Police Department Bomb Squad responds not only to bomb threats, but also 

unattended or suspicious items, suspected military ordnance, and post-blast scenes. The 

Bomb Squad follows the Federal Bureau of Investigation protocols when faced with these 

situations. Lt. Taylor has years of experience from also working with the Office of 

Homeland Security and the Tactical Mobile Unit. He will share stories of some unique 

cases and explain how science is used in order for his team to respond safely. He will 

also provide information for those who are interested in pursuing a career as a bomb 

technician, forensic scientist or an energetic materials chemist.  

Join us to learn more about the Bomb Squad 
and help Brewing Chemistry celebrate its 11th Anniversary!! 

 
www.brewingchemistry.com 

http://www.trafficjamdetroit.com/
http://www.trafficjamdetroit.com/
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2019 ANACHEM / SAS Symposium 

Thursday, November 7th, 2019 
Burton Manor 

Livonia, MI 
 

Symposium Description 

The 2019 ANACHEM / SAS Symposium will be held on Thursday, 
November 7th, 2019 at Burton Manor (www.burtonmanor.net) in 
Livonia, MI. The site is easily accessible from interstate highway I-
96.  A plenary lecture will be given by the 2018 recipient of the 
ANACHEM Award, Dr. Susan Lunte, Professor of Chemistry and 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry at University of Kansas. An award session 
with invited speakers will be presented in her honor.  This year’s 
symposium will also include three oral sessions devoted to research at 
the academic institutions in our region.  Additionally, two oral sessions 
for “industrial research” will be included as an integral part of 
the symposium; the sessions are described in more detail 
below. An instrument exhibit, two educational workshops, and a 
poster session and are also important parts of this annual 
symposium on chemical analysis. A preliminary outline is 
included below.  

Register online in advance for a discounted rate. For more information, contact 

program@ANACHEM.org. 

Educational Workshops:  
Morning Workshop: Optimizing Important GC and GC/MS Parameters 

Afternoon Workshop: GC and GC/MS Troubleshooting and Maintenance  

 

Chemical Analysis for Industry and Public Service  
Oral sessions in the morning and afternoon will highlight the outstanding chemical analysis work 
that is being done by industrial laboratories and government / public service agencies in our 
area. You are invited and encouraged to submit papers for those sessions. Papers that describe 
new methods of chemical analysis or that describe the application of existing methods to 
address problems of interest to industrial and public service laboratories are welcome.   

 

Dr. Susan Lunte 

Professor of Chemistry and 

Pharmaceutical Chemistry 

University of Kansas 

http://www.burtonmanor.net/
http://www.burtonmanor.net/
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
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A proposed title and abstract must be submitted online for consideration by Friday, Sept. 13th, 
2019. 
 
 

Registration 

Online registration via credit card payment will be offered at a discounted rate through Friday, 
November 1st, 2019.  To register online, visit www.ANACHEM.org/register.  On-site 
registration (via credit card, cash, or check) will also be offered. 
   
 

Advances in Academic Research  

Graduate students, principle investigators, undergraduate students, and other academic 
researchers are encouraged to participate in one of three Academic Research oral sessions. 
When arranging sessions, preference will be given to graduate students and principle 
investigators. There is a $100 cash award for the best graduate student presentation in each 
oral session. A proposed title and abstract must be submitted online for consideration by 
Friday, Sept. 13th, 2019. Abstract submitters are invited to indicate their preferred session on 
the online abstract submission form. Session organizers will consider these preferences but 
may not be able to accommodate all submitters.  For more information, contact 
program@ANACHEM.org. 
 
 

Poster Session 

All Symposium attendees, including graduate and undergraduate students, are invited to 
participate in the poster session. There is a $100 cash award for the best graduate student 
poster presentation and another $100 cash award for the best undergraduate student poster 
presentation. Whether you are student or an established chemist, please plan to share your 
research with us. A proposed title and abstract must be submitted online for consideration by 
Friday, Sept. 13th, 2019. For more information, contact program@ANACHEM.org. 

 
 

Abstract Submission 

Submissions will be accepted through Friday, Sept. 13th, 2019.  To submit an abstract, visit 
www.ANACHEM.org/abstracts.  If you have any questions or need assistance with your abstract 
submission, please contact program@ANACHEM.org.  

 
 

Exhibitor Questions 

Please visit our Vendors Page on our website (www.ANACHEM.org/vendors) for further 
information or email vendorregistration@ANACHEM.org. 
 

 

https://www.anachem.org/abstracts/
http://www.anachem.org/register
http://www.anachem.org/register
https://www.anachem.org/abstracts/
https://www.anachem.org/abstracts/
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
https://www.anachem.org/abstracts/
https://www.anachem.org/abstracts/
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
http://www.anachem.org/abstracts
http://www.anachem.org/abstracts
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
mailto:program@ANACHEM.org
http://www.anachem.org/vendors
http://www.anachem.org/vendors


Chemistry and Materials Engineering 

for Industry

A Professional Networking Event

Sponsored By:

What:
ACS Detroit, BASF, Wayne State, and the University of 
Toledo have teamed up to bring together industrial and 

academic chemists/engineers for networking, learning, and 
collaboration. There will be two guest lectures and a poster 

session. Please join us at the Federal Reserve Bank in 
Detroit for drinks and hors d’oeuvres! Space is limited so 

please RSVP by November 15th. The event is free, but you 
must RSVP to attend.

When:
Friday, December 6th, 2 – 6 PM

Where:
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

1600 E Warren Ave, Detroit, MI 48207
Registration and Federal-issued ID required to attend

RSVP by November 15th:
Raymond.Neff@basf.com or Jacob.Brutman@basf.com
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Are you aware that two large groups of ACS members are significantly underrepresented in the 

pool of nominees for ACS national awards, especially for those awards that are based solely on 

outstanding technical achievements? In 2019, 47% of the ACS membership were employed in 

industry, but only 6% of the nominees for the 43 technical awards were chemists/chemical 

engineers working in industry. Similarly, 35% of the employed membership is female, yet were 

only 14% of the nominees for the 43 technical awards. 

 

Furthermore, 40% of the ACS national technical awards had only one or no female nominees. 

This occurred despite the fact that women have earned more than 25% of Ph.D.’s in chemistry 

awarded since 1970 and according to the latest survey conducted by the Open Chemistry 

Collaborative in Diversity Equity (OXIDE), the percentage of women faculty members at the top 50 

schools in terms of R&D chemical spending is approximately 19%. Clearly, this 

underrepresentation of industrial chemists/chemical engineers and females in the ACS Awards 

Program calls for action. 

 

If you know of other individuals from groups not commonly recognized by the ACS National 

Awards Program, such as minorities and the national laboratories, please have them nominated 

for an award. Your actions will demonstrate that the Society is committed to the pursuit of 

excellence in the chemical sciences by recognizing, promoting, and honoring outstanding 

contributions regardless of the researcher’s gender, race, ethnicity or employer. 

 

The American Chemical Society needs your help in addressing this situation. Through the 

symposia and workshops sponsored by your local section, you have become aware of individuals 

who are doing outstanding work. Please make a special effort to have these individuals 

considered for nomination for an ACS award. The deadline for submitting a nomination package is 

November 1 at www.nominate.acs.org. 
 

We would also appreciate receiving any suggestions that you have that would improve the ACS 

national award process. 

 

We sincerely appreciate your assistance and support in assisting the ACS Board Committee on 

Professional & Member Relations (P&MR) in maintaining the high integrity of the national awards. 

American Chemical Society 
1155 Sixteenth Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036  T [202] 872-6283 F [202] 872-6098 www.acs.org/awards

http://www.nominate.acs.org/
http://www.nominate.acs.org/
http://www.acs.org/awards
http://www.acs.org/awards
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If you have any questions or concerns you may contact Ms. Felicia Dixon, Senior Manager, ACS 

National Awards Office at 202-872-6283 or at f_dixon@acs.org. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dorothy J. Phillips, Ph.D., ACSF 
Chair, ACS Board Committee on Professional & Member Relations 

https://cen.acs.org/careers/diversity/Shining-light-outstanding-contributions-women/96/i24 

mailto:f_dixon@acs.org
mailto:f_dixon@acs.org
https://cen.acs.org/careers/diversity/Shining-light-outstanding-contributions-women/96/i24
https://cen.acs.org/careers/diversity/Shining-light-outstanding-contributions-women/96/i24
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